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such a manner that it could be defended, if need be?
and at night it was closed and guarded by watchmen
and fierce dogs.

There is happily preserved for us the Codex of this
German colony on the Lake of Ilmen. It is called
the Skra, an old German word which we encounter
elsewhere in Hanseatic chronicles. This Skra fur-
nishes a lively picture of the strange character of the
Court of St. Peter. It appears that "the entire council,,
together with the common consent of the wisest of ail
the German cities," had decreed that the laws here
laid down should be enforced on all who visited the
court, " as it was done from the commencement." The
non-resident merchants, who always travelled in large
parties and accompanied by a priest, are spoken of as
the " summer and winter travellers." They elected
from out of their number the alderman of the Court
of St. Peter. He became head of the settlement,
received the income, fees, and taxes, and defrayed the
general costs. The alderman of the dwelling court
was the highest dignitary and, with the aid of the four
wisest, adjudged all quarrels, personal or commercial
These aldermen had special privileges in the choice
of residence, and the aldermen of the "winter travel-
lers " were further allowed certain honours and com-
forts in the great common room. The land travellers
had to yield to the seafarers in all matters of conveni-
ence and space. Their priest, too, was regarded as
the chief ecclesiastic of St. Peter's Court, and to him
alone was accorded free board and a salary out of the
common funds. Any one who refused to appear in
answer to a summons before the court was subjected